
Facilitators and Panelists drawn from different 
sectors were part of the delegates at the 

conference.

From left to right, BTU deputy Secretary General 
Cde Gotlamang Oitsile, BTU Gender President 

Cde Rachel Misheck and Secondary Sector 
vice president Cde Idah Motsiane graced the 

conference

Francistown South MP Wynter Mmolotsi giving  
a keynote address at the official opening of the 

conference

Publicity Committee members Comrade Nkala 
and Comrade Thari recording proceedings

From left to right, BTU Secretary General 
Comrade Ibo Kenosi, Francistown South Member 

of Parliament Honorable Wynter Mmolotsi and 
BTU president Comrade Johannes Tshukudu at 

the conference

National treasurer Moses Monnaatsie handing 
over a donation to a Mater Spei student as part of 

BTU corporate  social  responsibility

Comrades singing and chanting slogans at the 
conference

 BTU and MPI leadership posing for a photo 
upon arrival at the sectors’ conference aimed at 

transforming the country’s education system  

BTU president Comrade Johannes Tshukudu 
giving welcome remarks during the official opening 

of the conference

 Invited guests together with some members of 
the BTU at the conference 

BTU Secretary General Comrade Ibo Kenosi 
introducing the guest speaker  Honorable Wynter 

Mmolotsi 

BTU deputy president Cde Kenathata Dipogiso 
giving closing remarks

Publicity and Information Secretary Comrade 
Tidimalo Modise Maeletso directing the 

proceedings.

Secondary Sector vice president Cde Idah 
Motsiane explaining why her sector found it fit to 

donate to the students

Vice President – Tertiary Education Sector 
Comrade Naledi Ratsana deliberating on issues 

affecting the tertiary sector

Vice President, Primary Education Sector 
Comrade Agang Gabana addressing delegates

Over 100 Botswana Teachers 
Union (BTU) members 
converged Adansonia Hotel 

here in Francistown over the 
weekend for a Primary, Secondary 
and Tertiary Sectors’ Conference 
aimed at shaping the country’s 
education system.

Founded 75years ago, BTU has 
continued doing everything within its 
power to ensure that the country’s 
education system is transformed 
into the one that can be envied by 
many through production of quality 
graduates.

Officially opening the BTU Sectors’ 
Conference, the Member of 
Parliament (MP) for Francistown 
South Honorable Wynter Mmolotsi 
urged teachers to be committed, 
loyal and dedicated.

Admitting that there are challenges 
affecting teachers in the country, 
Honorable Mmolotsi revealed 

that the many challenges that 
are affecting teachers should be 
confronted head on in a bid to solve 
them.

“Gone are the days when people hid 
behind students’ desks. And gone 
are the days when teachers hid 
behind the classrooms. These are 
days that teachers must face the 
problems besieging their profession 
head on,” said Honorable Mmolotsi.

Honorable Mmolotsi said there is 
nobody who is going to face the 
problems currently being faced 
by teachers. He said the teachers 
are the ones who should face the 
problems bedeviling the profession 
for themselves and for posterity.  

He added: “These challenges 
require a very strong union 
leadership and a very committed 
and loyal membership that can 
support the leadership through thick 
and thin. We are not facing ordinary 

challenges.”
Honorable Mmolotsi urged the BTU 
to continue shaping the country’s 
education system. He said the union 
should remain a key partner and 
take a leadership role in developing 
a quality education system in 
Botswana.

“In order for us to realize most of 
the things that we need, it is not 
going to be easy. We have to be 
united. We should never give up 
but remain united in order to get 
whatever that we want to achieve,” 
he said, adding that BTU should 
continue advising the government 
on education.
Speaking at the same event, the 
BTU president Comrade Johannes 
Tshukudu said: “Anybody who is not 
going to appreciate our presence 
and purpose in the education 
system of Botswana will making a 
terrible mistake.”

Comrade Tshukudu said teachers 

will not be begging for a share in 
developing the education system 
of Botswana but educationist are 
demanding to be provided with a 
chance to educate the nation and 
produce quality graduates.

“We have moved from producing 
uncompetitive students but 
graduates who can compete for 
space with other global graduates,” 
he said. Comrade Tshukudu said 
the objective of the conference 
is to introspect and establish the 
problems bedeviling the education 
system.

In closing, the BTU deputy president 
Comrade Kenathata Dipogiso 
urged unionists to remain resolute 
and do not be silenced by the 
current regime for the purposes of 
developing the quality of education 
and producing well-rounded 
graduates.   
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